
THE TREASURE BOX ROMANIA  

Ia is the most representative piece of the traditional Romanian costume but the year of 

its apparition in our history is not known certainly. In the past, ia represented a part of 

the wedding costume, but years later it was worn by every girl from the village , the 

details and the fabric depending on their status. The weaving and sewing of this 

traditional shirt was  inherited from mother to daughter and its cut suggests the shape 

of a cross. 

The MŁrŞiĸor is given to boys by girls at the beginning of March and it is a symbol of 

natureôs rebirth and hope and it is said to bring wealth and luck. The two colors - red 

and white-  are open to interpretations . The red color may symbolize the vitality of 

woman and the white color may represent the wisdom of man. 

The painted eggs are associated with Easter, one of the biggest holidays of Christians, 

but the practice of painting eggs is older even than Christianity itself. The tradition 

says that they are a cure against charms and dark magic. Besides just boiling the eggs 

in water with red pigment , the Romanians use a unique way of painting them, 

creating true art. The decorative details are numerous and different from one village to 

another. The Christian legends connect the symbol of red painted eggs with Jesusô 

sufferings and His spilled blood. 

 

The Black Ceramics are an evidence of Romaniaôs Dacian roots. It is found only in 

pottery workshops in Marginea, Suceava county. The technique of creating such 

vessels has been kept to this day with only few changes, but the technique of 

decorating and the shapes of finite products are kept entirely since the very first day. 

During communism, possessing a potterôs wheel was illegal and many potters had to 

quit doing this activity or to practice it stealthily. 

The Tree of Life The tree of life simbolises the feeding of life, physically, and 

spiritually. Through it's branches, it is stretching to the sun, feeding itself with energy. 

Inside it's leaves, it keeps the food that is supposed to be the lifegiver - the fruit. 

Piftie The traditional winter food we call "piftie" consists of meat, well preserved in a 

garlic-flavoured gelatin-like stew, making it like a jelly with meat inside. Even if it can 

be cooked at any given time of the year, it is moslty seen during winter, usually during 

or after Christmas. 



Cutting the Pig Seen as more of a tradition by the locals and as a ritual by the ones that 

have ever cut one, it is surrounded by a lot of hard work and preparations to "Cut the 

Pig". First of all, it is required that the man doing the job has a steady hand, so that the 

pig feels no pain. It is then cooked with a torch and "washed" with salt several times 

during the process. A series of cuts follow, and they do have to be perfect, so not any 

man can do it. One pig is enough to make lots of dishes, such as porkchops, sausages, 

"piftie", and many more, the people's favourite, usually being the skin. 

Pasca, symbol, tradition and legend 

Not included in the Pascale menus, this sweet or salty cheese has a long history. 

Originally, the pasta referred to a kind of bread eaten by Jews during Easter. Named in 

the Hebrew language "the mast", this paste is made of flour made from five cereals, in 

the form of unleavened dough, which the poor continued to consume after Easter, 

which is why it was called "the bread of the poor". 

A legend in Bucovina dates back the tradition of baking of Pasca before Jesus is caught 

and crucified on the cross and correlates it with the Jewish tradition. 

It seems that Jesus then told the disciples that if they had eaten raw and unholy pastas - 

unleavened bread or cakes - at Easter, then they would eat the Pasca in the form of 

baked bread and salty. 

Easter in Romania is celebrated like in many other places and it's story is about Jesus' 

revival and of how he bled over a bunch of eggs, turning them red, hence the tradition 

of painting eggs, and saying the traditional words everytime you crack one, "Jesus 

came back to life", the other person answering with "It's true that he came back to life". 
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